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Speakers : Shum Yat-fei (Media veteran and cultural commentator)

Dr. Oliver Chou (Senior Writer of South China Morning Post and seasoned music critic)
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Tan Weiwei completed vocal studies at the Sichuan Conservatory of Music as a summa cum laude
graduate. Her debut album The Heart of Highland won the World Music Award of France in 2005. In 2009,
with Encounter she became the first mainland Chinese singer to have won the Best Original Film Song
at the Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival. In 2016, she combined the traditional /aogiang, a National
Intangible Cultural Heritage from the Shaanxi Province, with modern rock music to critical acclaim. She
has a huge following as an indigenous performer.

Founded in 2002 by its artistic director Rolf Beck, the International Choir
Academy Libeck brings together selected young singers from some 15
different nations to form a unique vocal ensemble. The high quality of the
choir is guaranteed by its intensive working phases before the final
concerts, during which singers receive one-on-one vocal training from
world-famous coaches, such as Magreet Honig and Marcel Boone. In 2017,
the Academy participated in producing a CD for the Bamberg Symphony
Orchestra, with Wagner's Goétterdimmerung directed by Jaap van
Zweden in Hong Kong.
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(FZ3R0E) EABYHEIE Buddha Passion & Digital Dunhuang
14 & 21.10 Hsun 3-3:30pm
BEX(LEMEXRE Hong Kong Heritage Museum Foyer
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Performed by Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra & Hong Kong Philharmonic Chorus
&A% Free admission

BEE B4R Batubagen | REREHKF Indigenous Performer
R 2 Xigin Instrumentalist
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Batubagen grew up in the pastoral area of Bairin Right Banner of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.
He is aTuvan throat singer and a Morin Khuur player of the music group Hanggai. Since 2009, along with
the internationally renowned group, he took part in all major international music festivals, including
Roskilde, Lowlands, Fuji Rock, Sydney Festival and more. Hanggai won two national-level awards in
China: championship of the 2015 Sing My Song contest (season two); and the Best Ethnic Music Artist
Award at the 11th Chinese Music Media Awards in 2011.
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Tan Dun’s Buddha Passion lasts for approximately 1 hour 50 minutes with a
20-minute intermission
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Performed in Sanskrit and Putonghua with Chinese and English surtitles
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Meet-the-artist session after the 2 November performance

Recognised as Asia’s foremost classical orchestra, the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil)’s Music Director Jaap van Zweden is
one of today’s most sought-after conductors. He is also the 26th Music
Director of the New York Philharmonic from the 2018/19 season. At
present, the Principal Guest Conductor isYu Long.

PIZERNIEHEZHFHIEE Tickets now available at URBTIX

#4_EBEZ Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk
{EBFEEEBEE Credit Card Telephone Booking: 2111 5999
TRENEEEME FAFEIC Mobile Ticketing App: My URBTIX
EBEH Programme Enquiries: 2370 1044

Jaap, the HK Phil, a superb cast of soloists and a chorus successfully
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A = og . recording of Gotterddmmerung will be released towards the end of 2018.
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ChenYining is a Chinese classical dance student from the Beijing Dance Academy. In 2008, #” & I _ P B o discount for 20 or more full-price tickets.
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Established in 1980, the Hong Kong Philharmonic Chorus has
collaborated with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra in a range of
different works. In 2013, the Chorus undertook a new recruitment drive,
which drew over 450 singers to the audition. The restructured Chorus
made its debut with Handel’s Messiah, and has since performed with the

BFIS - A TEE - * 15% discount on full-price tickets for Buddha Passion with valid membership card of
IEENEEEIREE T ELE S 8EEE (ZEIEE) M the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra’s Club Bravo.
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15th Beijing Dance Competition.

#Not applicable to tickets for lectures or workshops
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HK Phil in major works by composers such as Britten, Mendelssohn, . o G
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others. Apollo Wong is the current chorusmaster.

$580, $480, $380, $280*

* #B EEATRASZBE Some seats may have a restricted view
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The Guangdong Full-Wisdom Education Group and the EU-Asia Centre
proudly support the International Choir Academy Liibeck’s participation

ICBC International’s 10th anniversary celebration
proudly supports the HK Phil’s participation
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Oriental wisdom distilled into a
trailblazing Dunhuang epic dedicated to humanity
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Tan Dun, the Grammy and Academy Award-winning composer-conductor, boldly presents ancient narratives of Buddha'’s
teachings in a sweeping epic to celebrate universal values such as equality and sacrifice. Sung in Chinese and Sanskrit,
Buddha Passion opens up unprecedented vistas for art and humanity, masterfully melding different cultures into an
all-embracing unity.

Buddha Passion consists of six acts — Bodhi Tree, Nine-coloured Deer, Thousand-hand-and-thousand-eye Guanyin, Zen
Garden, Heart Sutra, and Nirvana - featuring a star-studded cast of top soloists who portray various characters from Buddhist
legends. For this project, Tan Dun visited Dunhuang dozens of times over five years, studying murals in Mogao Caves and
reconstructing musical instruments, such as the fantan pipa and xiqgin depicted there. In this Asia premiere, he will lead
members of the International Choir Academy Liibeck and Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra & Chorus in his extraordinary
quest to revive long-lost sounds from the Tang dynasty.
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Disciples: Are you God?
Buddha:®» No, ['am not.

No, I am not.

Buddha:®No, I am not.
Disciples: Please enlighten us: what are you?

Synopsis

Act 1:The BodhiTree

At the foot of the Himalayas, Little Prince notices an injured bird and
wishes to lessen its suffering. A god of mantras comes forward,
telling him that from minute ants to massive dinosaurs, all lives are
equal. Little Prince sits down and meditates under a Bodhi tree, and
after 49 days, he becomes Buddha.

Act 2: The Nine-coloured Deer

A soft-hearted deer of nine colours, itself a much sought-after
creature, saves a drowning man, but the ungrateful man discloses its
whereabouts, causing it to be killed. As karma would have it, the man
rots away and putrefies to death.

Act 3:Thousand-hand-and-thousand-eye Guanyin

Princess Miaoshan, also known as the Princess of Wonderful
Goodness, offers her own hands and eyes in the hope of saving a
mother and her baby plagued by a strange disease. A sculpture of the
Thousand-hand-and-thousand-eye Goddess of Mercy emerges, her
hands signifying her constant alleviation of the pain of all living
creatures, and her eyes, her constant attention to their agony.

Act 4: Zen Garden

“In essence Bodhi is no tree, and the bright mirror is no mirror. In
essence there is not a single thing, and so where could dust gather?”
This Zen verse of Huineng (Sixth Ancestor of Zen) deeply impresses
and moves Hongren (Fifth Ancestor of Zen).

Act 5: Heart Sutra

A total solar eclipse, an extremely rare occurrence, sees Minstrel
Monk Kongxian, who has just obtained the Heart Sutra, save a Persian
songstress named Nina with the only mouthful of water left. She,
however, ends up freezing to death in the monk’s arms.

Act 6: Nirvana

In his dying bed, Buddha is asked by his sorrowful disciples whether
he is God. Buddha replies, “No, | am...awakening.”

§8/& Tan Dun | {EHY / $51& Conductor / Composer
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The world-renowned artist Tan Dun has made an indelible mark on the world’s music scene with a creative
repertoire that spans the boundaries of classical music, multimedia performance, and Eastern and Western
traditions. He has garnered today’s most prestigious honours including the Grammy Award, Oscar/Academy
Award, Grawemeyer Award, Bach Prize, Shostakovich Award, and most recently Italy’s Golden Lion Award for
Lifetime Achievement.

As a conductor of innovative programmes around the world, Tan Dun has led the China tours of the Mahler
Chamber Orchestra and Japan’s NHK Symphony Orchestra. He has also led the world’s most esteemed
orchestras, including the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra, Philadelphia
Orchestra, Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, among many others.

Tan Dun’s individual voice has been heard widely by international audiences. His first Internet Symphony,
which was commissioned by Google/YouTube, has reached over 23 million people online. His Organic Music
Trilogy of Water, Paper and Ceramic has frequented major concert halls and festivals. His multimedia

work, The Map, premiered by Yo-Yo Ma and the Boston Symphony Orchestra, has toured

more than 30 countries worldwide. In recent seasons, his percussion concerto, The

Tears of Nature, premiered in 2012 with the NDR Symphony Orchestra, and Nu Shu:

The Secret Songs of Women Symphony was co-commissioned by the .
Philadelphia Orchestra, NHK Symphony Orchestra and the Royal 3
Concertgebouw Orchestra. -

Tan Dun currently serves as the Honorary Artistic
Director of the China National Symphony
Orchestra, Honorary Chair of Carnegie Hall's

China Advisory Council, and has previously ?
served as Creative Chair of the 2014 1 % (&
Philadelphia Orchestra China Tour, Associate \

Composer/Conductor of the BBC Scottish
Symphony, and Artistic Director of the Festival
Water Crossing Fire held at the Barbican
Centre.
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— Siiddeutsche Zeitung, Germany

L% Shenyang | BB Baritone
{#Pe B A TH3LZ Buddha and Hongren, Fifth Ancestor of Zen
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Shenyang is an alumnus of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Metropolitan Opera LindemannYoung
Artist Development Program, and Juilliard School Opera Center. Accolades under his name include the
2007 BBC Cardiff Singer of the World, the 2008 Borletti-Buitoni Trust Award, and the 2010 Montblanc New
Voices at Stars of the White Nights Festival. A frequent guest at the Metropolitan Opera, Shenyang has
most recently performed there in The Magic Flute and La Cenerentola. Previously he has been heard as
Masetto in Don Giovanni, Garibaldo in Rodelinda, Colline in La Boheme, etc.
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Nine-coloured Deer and Thousand-hand-and-thousand-eye Guanyin
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Soloist-in-residence of the Santa Cecilia Academy in Rome, Chizzoni has sung at many major opera
houses and festivals, including Tan Dun’s Water Passion at the Thomaskirche in Leipzig, Germany. She
has also performed Petrassi’s Magnificat under the baton of Antonio Pappano, Orff's Carmina Burana
under Krzysztof Urbanski, etc. Her repertoire includes Donizetti's LElisir d’Amore, Verdi's Rigoletto,
Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte, Puccini’s Turandot, and Strauss’ Die Fledermaus,
among others.

L2112 Zhu Huiling | ZZHE Mezzo-soprano
INEF - SEER{HPE Little Prince — Buddha in his teens
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A graduate from the Middle School affiliated to Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Hochschule fiir Musik
und Theater Hamburg and Staatliche Hochschule fur Musik und Darstellende Kunst Stuttgart, Zhu
Huiling completed Bachelor and Master in Lieder-Oratorio, and a doctoral degree in opera-singing.
Currently the artistic director of the charitable foundation Stiftung Chinesische Nachwuchskinstler e.V.
Hamburg. Her operatic repertoire includes the title role in Carmen, Charlotte in Werther, Dorabella in
Cosi Fan Tutte, the Queen in Barbe-bleue, Jiao’s Mother in Wilderness, and more.

F 7t Wang Kang | B85 & Tenor
7\THEBE Huineng, Sixth Ancestor of Zen
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Born to a pair of professional opera singers in China, the Australian tenor Wang Kang honed his singing
skills under the renowned tenor Joseph Ward. In 2010, he garnered the People’s Choice Award at the
Dame Joan Sutherland National Vocal Awards. Since 2015, Wang has been in the LindemannYoung Artist
Development Program of the Metropolitan Opera, New York. He has worked with many premier
orchestras in the world, such as the Metropolitan Opera and London Philharmonic Orchestra. In 2017, he
held a solo recital at the Great Hall of the Moscow P. |. Tchaikovsky Conservatory. Among his lead roles
are Tom Rakewell in The Rake’s Progress, Don José in La Tragédie de Carmen, and Roméo in Roméo et
Juliette.



